Pressing in for More

Bible verses: Exodus 33 & Hebrews 12: -11 Brett McBride

Consider

o Discuss: What is your favourite way to connect with someone meaningful to you? Why
do you like to do it that way? OR do you remember a time that you were disciplined
and it really changed your behaviour moving forward?

Let’'s Examine

DISCIPLINE: Read Exodus 33:3-6
o Discuss: Looking back over this story, what did God do to discipline the people for the sin
and idolatry they had demonstrated? In this chapter, what did the people do which showed
that they were aware of God’s disappointment and demonstrate their repentance?
o Discuss: “God disciplines us for our good” (Brett) Discuss how we see this in this story
and how it is true for us as well.

A TENT OF MEETING: Read Exodus 33:7-10
o Discuss: Where was the tent of meeting? Why was it there? And who was it for?
o Discuss: What would happen 1) with the people and 2) with the presence of God when
Moses went to and into the Tent? How is their behaviour with this different than when
Moses was in God’s presence on the top of the mountain?
o Discuss: Where were the people when they worshipped the Lord? Why the distance?

PRESSING IN FOR MORE: Read Exodus 33:11-17
The people could have chosen to meet God in the Tent of Meeting. They could have chosen more.
But they didn’t. They chose to remain distant from God.

o Discuss: Brett pointed out that many Israelites were content to watch Moses go meet with
God from a distance rather than going themselves. In what ways are we tempted to live our
spiritual lives vicariously through others, such as pastors, mentors, or Christian friends,
rather than seeking God personally? What should we do about that?

Moses, on the other hand chose a completely different experience. What did Moses do and what
was God’s response?

o Discuss: How would you describe Moses’ conversation with God? What are some key things
which were said between them?

o Discuss: Moses was not satisfied with just God's provision and protection. He said, 'If your
presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here.' How would you describe the
difference between wanting God's blessings and wanting God's presence? Which do you
find yourself pursuing more often?

The Peoples Church | | Life Group Sermon Study Questions | | June 21, 2026



’
Let's Apply
PRESSING IN FOR MORE: Friendship with God Read John 15:13-15
o Discuss: Why would Jesus have called us friends in this passage?
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Contrast a friend and a servant in your discussion of this '
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question.
o Discuss: When you think of your relationship with Jesus. Where

Curious

Culture

do you think you fit in this diagram? What is keeping your from

wanting to or pursuing greater intimacy with God so that you
are a ‘core’ friend?

o Discuss: Read Exodus 33 v.17. What very special things — astonishing really! - does
God say to Moses? Would you like God to be able to say the same to you or does
that make you uncomfortable? What appeals to you about this verse? Brett
closed his sermon by asking this question. Have you ever considered that He is
actually waiting for you to seek Him — to inquire of Him — and to experience so
much more than you are currently settling for? How does it apply to you?

o Discuss: Do you have a “Tent of Meeting” — a place of encounter — “where you daily set
aside time to inquire of Him and seek His Presence” (Brett) (or a quiet time, or daily
devotional or time reading and reflecting on the Bible — whatever you call it.) each day?
Why or why not?

o Did it surprise you that more of the younger generations are actually reading the
Bible than Millennials, Gen Xers or Boomers? How can you be a part of bringing
balance back to that statistic?

o Brett listed a number of tips to help make your time with God rich. Listen again
if you want ideas. Which of them might be helpful to you at this point?

o Can you write a purpose statement for why you want to spend time daily in your
“tent of meeting” with God? Make it an “l will...because...” statement.

Personal reflection: Of all of the things that Moses asked of God in this passage, which is the
one thing that you know in your heart you need more of as well. Spend some time talking to
Him about it and asking/listening for ideas of how to change to receive it.

Let's Pray

e Adore the Lord God with your words

e Confess when you have stood aside and resisted intimacy with God

e Thank Him for revealing His desire to know you with intimacy, friendship and love

e Supplications: Ask Him to help you to create a “tent of meeting” with Him that will
continue to draw you deeper into relationship with Him!

Life Group leaders: Due to the limited time you have for these studies during your times together, consider choosing one
question/activity from CONSIDER and LET’S APPLY and two from LET’S EXAMINE. It is more important to allow your group to
have constructive conversation and consider their own transformation into Christlikeness than to get through all the questions.
There is a lot of material presented in order to give each LG leader the option to choose questions suited to their group.



