Light of the World

Bible verses: John 7 & 8:1-20 Hartley Russel

(]
Consider
o Discuss: What are some of the disadvantages of being in the pitch dark? How will even
one match help in a completely dark room?

Let’'s Examine

Read John 7 to 8:20 (at least)
Laying the foundation: Review the two statements that Jesus made about himself during the
Festival of Tabernacles (or Booths, or The feast of Sukkot): Try reading the whole chapter to get a
feel for the vibe at the Festival and the tensions within which Jesus made these statements, pay
attention to 7:37-39 and John 8:12.
o Hartley described
o the Feast of Sukkot: What were some of it’s features & what was it meant to
remember?
o and the two of the ceremonies: Light and water. Describe these and how they relate to
Jesus statements in 7:37-39 and John 8:12.
o Why would these two statement have been shocking to the hearers?

ONLY THROUGH CHRIST

o Discuss: How does this explanation from Hartley’s sermon help to understand the dual symbols
of both Life and the Holy Spirit and Jesus’ statement better: Now the pool of Siloam was
significant because the only source of water in the city. And so oftentimes its water symbolized life.
And in the Old Testament, water was oftentimes used as a symbol of the Holy Spirit. And so the
drawing of water into this picture during this ceremony symbolized the life-giving presence of God's
Holy Spirit. (Hartley)

o Discuss: Both Ezekiel 36:21-28 and Ezekiel 47:1-12 show the impact of the Holy Spirit on things that
are dead or dry. Describe what these passages reveal about the impact of the Holy Spirit. What is
the relevance of this to us?

Discuss: How does Colossians 1:13 connect with John 8:12? How do we get this LIFE?

o Discuss: Read John 7:37-39 again: What does the image of thirst or the idea of drinking mean in

these verses.

LIGHT PUSHES BACK THE DARKNESS
Read John 1:5: Define what is meant by light and darkness. Describe ways that darkness appears in
our lives and then also on a global scale.
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Discuss: Harley repeated this statement: The presence of Jesus cannot and will not be overcome by
darkness. What does that mean for our lives and why is it so important? What line in the Psalm 23
teaches us this?

Let’'s Apply

o Discuss: If we have the Spirit of God indwelling us, living in and flowing through us, and the
Light and Life of Jesus in our lives, then wherever we are that Light is present within the
darkness which we described above. What does that mean and how can that truth help us to
establish God’s Kingdom in situations where darkness usually has a stronghold?

o Provide stories and examples of God’s light in the darkness of this world though His
people.

o Hartley asked this question: Every single one of us has a part to play. So, what would it look like

for you to be the presence of Jesus? To bring the presence of Jesus into your workplace/[schools],

into your homes, into your neighborhood?

Personal reflection: Hartley said: The word in Greek, for thirst is the word dwpdaw (dipsaé), which
means those who painfully feel and eagerly long for something that will refresh their soul. Think about
how strong those words are. Someone who painfully feels and eagerly longs for something that will fill
them. Can you say that this description fits your desire for God? Evaluate where you are right now.
Consider this quote and then pray: The soul must long for God in order to be set aflame by God’s love;
but if the soul cannot yet feel the longing, then it must long for the longing. To long for the longing is also
from God. - Meister Eckhart

Let's Pray

Pause and quietly consider what the Holy Spirit is saying to you.

Consider looking up this prayer and slowly praying it together. Alter any parts which are not
relevant or do not express your heart’s desire. Click this link:

A Prayer of Longing, for a Thirst Jesus Alone Can Slake by Scotty Smith

Life Group leaders: Due to the limited time you have for these studies during your times together, consider choosing one
question/activity from CONSIDER and LET’S APPLY and two from LET’S EXAMINE. It is more important to allow your group to
have constructive conversation and consider their own transformation into Christlikeness than to get through all the questions.
There is a lot of material presented in order to give each LG leader the option to choose questions suited to their group.


https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/scotty-smith/a-prayer-of-longing-for-a-thirst-jesus-alone-can-slake/

