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You Belong Here 
 

Bible verses: Romans 8:12-17                                      Quincy Bergman 
 

Consider  
o Discuss: What are your experiences with adoption? Ask the people in your group to 

share their exposure, experience or connection to adoption. 

 

Let’s Examine  
o Discuss: Consider this verse by sitting quietly and having each person say or read the verse 

to themselves repeatedly for a period of 2 minutes: Though my father and mother forsake 
me, the LORD will receive me." Psalm 27:10  

o Why is this verse so profound?  
o What does it tell us about God’s desired relationship with  

▪ us as human beings?  
▪ a person who has been marginalized or abandoned or separated from human 

family? 

 
ADOPTION: 
Discuss: Quincy spoke about how many adopted individuals associate their adoption with an 
experience of rejection.  But adoption, on the other side of it, is actually not about rejection but 
actually about being received.  
 
Quincy pointed out that the idea of adoption was very different in Paul’s day than it is now.  
Instead of an act of kindness toward someone vulnerable, “Adoption was very much a political 
and legal tool. The majority of adoptions were reserved for the rich and the powerful… the most 
elite; not because they were the ones that could afford it – to be kind and generous -, but an 
adoption would ensure that ones legacy would live on.    If a ruler or Caesar or someone with 
great wealth had no male-born heirs, it would be important that they would make 
arrangements so that they would ensure that their name and legacy would continue on. 
o Contrast: …the two different perspectives on adoption. What are the differences and what 

are the similarities? 
 
Romans 8:12-18 
Read the passage and consider these questions, paying close attention to what it says about adoption 
considering what Quincy introduced above: 

1. What does this passage say about God? 
2. What does this passage say about humanity (and therefore, me)? 
3. What does this passage say about Christian living? 
4. What do I respond to what this passage is staying? 

 
INHERITANCE: 
o Discuss: Based on the passage, as children of God what do we inherit? 



Life Group leaders: Due to the limited time you have for these studies during your times together, consider choosing one 
question/activity from CONSIDER and LET’S APPLY and two from LET’S EXAMINE.  It is more important to allow your group to 
have constructive conversation and consider their own transformation into Christlikeness than to get through all the questions.  
There is a lot of material presented in order to give each LG leader the option to choose questions suited to their group. 
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o Discuss: Quincy mentioned that with this identity as children of God who have inherited ‘sonship’ 
we can be confident and secure because we ‘get’ 3 things: 
1. God (Abba, Father) 
2. Resurrection (New Life) 
3. Purpose (participate with Christ) 

o Discuss how each of these are important in your understanding of your adoption by God. 
 
 

Let’s Apply 

o Discuss: Belonging is very important to every human being as we were not meant to live in 
isolation or alone.  How does the idea of adoption into God’s family help you to feel a sense 
of belonging? 

o Discuss: How are you ‘carrying God’s legacy forward’ as His adopted child? 

 
Personal reflection: Has your understanding of God as your Heavenly Father changed at all as 
you have considered adoption in the spiritual realm through this study?  What does it mean to 
you that you can call him “Abba, Father”?  How do you balance that with Almighty God? 
 

Let’s Pray 
Pause and quietly consider what the Holy Spirit is saying to you.  

- Spend time praising God: for His LOVE 

- Confess (silently or out loud) when you have not received God’s adoption fully or lived 

in mind and soul and actions as someone with ‘sonship’ in God’s family. 

- Ask the Holy Spirit to empower each person in your group to understand and believe 

more fully the strength and security, as well as the responsibility, we enjoy as ones 

adopted by God. 

- Continue to pray for the church around the world; that we will join Him in His suffering 

as His family, children and legacy. 

 


