Alien Ways

Bible verses: 1 Peter 2:9-12 Brent Ingersoll

Consider

o Discuss: How do you feel about the word ‘alien’ being taken over so powerfully by the
idea of ‘little green people from outer space’ instead of it’s full meaning? What does it
actually mean?

Let’'s Examine

Read 1 Peter 2:9-12
o Discuss: After reading this passage consider these questions, finding the answers directly in
the text.

o Whois the ‘you’” mentioned at the beginning of this passage?

o The ‘we’ are... what 4 things does Peter say? What is similar about the 4 things and
what is different? Is it significant that the ‘you’ and ‘we’ is plural and not a singular
‘you’?

Now that ‘we’ are these things, what are we called to declare?

What did we used to have, and what do we have now?

What does it mean that the ‘we’ are foreigners and exiles (or aliens and strangers)?
What does it mean to ‘live good lives’?

o O O O O

Who are ‘the pagans’ in our society and what makes them part of that group? How
comfortable are you in categorizing them?

We are...

ALIEN IN OUR IDENTITY

o Peter calls believers ‘chosen’, a "royal priesthood," a holy nation, and "God's special
possession." Does understanding your identity in those terms change the way you approach
your daily life? In what ways?

o You are different than others who don’t have Jesus as their Saviour and Lord, and the
indwelling Holy Spirit, and the identity as a child of God.

o How are your values different, your interests different, how you save or spend your
money different, your work ethic different, how you make big and small decisions
different, how you do business/school/parent/be a family member differently.... Come
up with three other categories. Then walk through them all and evaluate how someone
might see you as ‘different’ because of the choices that the indwelling Holy Spirit helps
you to make.(*)

o How does it make you feel that your God calls you out to be different?
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ALIEN IN OUR ACTIVITY

@)

@)

What does a ‘good life’ mean in the phrase “live such good lives”? (1 Peter 2:12)
Brent mentioned 3 Characteristics of a ‘good life’: Which of these three do you find most
challenging to live out consistently, and why? And How can you bravely modify that?

o Truth and Conviction: in a world of lies and confusion.

o Good deeds: in a world of greed

o Unity: in a world of division (*)

ALIEN IN OUR POTENCY

@)

How do John 14:15-17, Acts 1:8 and Romans 8:9-11 affirm our ‘Alien’ potency? Describe what
the impact of the indwelling Holy Spirit has on us?

In his book A Familiar Stranger, Tyler Staton says “...And yet, within the church the very Holy
Spirit Jesus was so eager to give us has become mysterious and divisive. We are desperate for a
(re)introduction to the person of the Holy Spirit, who has become feared, forced and for the
majority of us — simply a familiar stranger.”! How familiar are you with the person of the Holy
Spirit? How aware of His interaction with you on a daily or moment to moment basis? What do
you need to learn about the Holy Spirit so that you are able to identify His powerful outworking
in and through your life? (*)

Let's Apply

Discuss: please see the questions above with the (*).

Personal reflection: Sometimes we can read verses like this and nod our heads and make
mental assent to them while not letting them touch our hearts. Is there a way for you to
explore the ideas that you are part of God’s chosen people, and His special possession
which would have more personal meaning to you and touch your heart?

Let's Pray

Pause and quietly consider what the Holy Spirit is saying to you.

Spend time praising God: for His trinitarian nature & His willingness to be active in our lives
Confess (silently or out loud) when you have not “lived such good lives”...

Ask the Holy Spirit to empower each person in your group to live lives that allow those who
don’t know Christ to be drawn to Him through us.

Continue to pray for the church around the world; that we will accept our identity as God’s
people, live differently than those around us and live in such a way that those who don’t
know Jesus will glorify God

I Tyler Staton, (2025) The Familiar Stranger, Nelson Books

Life Group leaders: Due to the limited time you have for these studies during your times together, consider choosing one
question/activity from CONSIDER and LET’S APPLY and two from LET’S EXAMINE. It is more important to allow your group to
have constructive conversation and consider their own transformation into Christlikeness than to get through all the questions.
There is a lot of material presented in order to give each LG leader the option to choose questions suited to their group.
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