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Ordinary People, Extraordinary Call 
 

Bible verses Matthew 28:16-20                                                      Brett McBride 
 

Consider  
o Discuss: Have some people in your group share stories of people they have known or 

admire who have been active and obviously a part of God’s global mission. 
 

Let’s Examine  
Read Matthew 28:16-20 

o Discuss: What are 3-4 things you notice in v.16 & 17 and what is the importance of them? 

o Discuss: v.17 is significant, as a prelude to his message to these people.  The order of Worship 

before Mission is vey significant.  What is the relevance of that for us today?  What could go 

wrong if people try to do v.19-20 without doing v.17? 

 

o Discuss: Brett indicated that the inclusion of the phrase “but some doubted” was significant as 

it highlighted how ordinary these people were. Explain what it means. 

 

o Discuss: In light of the whole message of these verses, why does Jesus start in v.18 with the 

first statement about His authority? 

o Discuss: Compare and contrast the two statements that Jesus makes about Himself: first (v18) 

and last statement (v.20b, I am with….age).  Are these saying the same thing or something very 

different? Explain.  Why do you think it is important that we have both statements? 

 

o Discuss: Brett discuss the idea of being a ‘movement’ (our Vision statement is: A movement of 

Gospel-Centered and Globally-Engaged Christians).  Jesus’ first word in this Commission in v.19 

is a word of movement: GO (v.19) Describe how you are moving toward/into/within God’s 

mission both in your personal daily life and through your engagement through The Peoples 

Church. 

o Discuss: According to V.19-20 What are you to be doing as someone sent by God into the 

world?  What are all the verbs in these verses?  Which of those verbs are you involved in? 

 

o Discuss: John 14:16-18, 25-26 and Acts 1:8 give us important information about how Jesus is 

actually accomplishing His last statement.  The ordinary people in the book of Acts had courage 

and boldness because of this.  What do you notice that is significant for us about these claims of 

Jesus in these verses? 

 

 

 



Life Group leaders: Due to the limited time you have for these studies during your times together, consider choosing one 
question/activity from CONSIDER and LET’S APPLY and two from LET’S EXAMINE.  It is more important to allow your group to 
have constructive conversation and consider their own transformation into Christlikeness than to get through all the questions.  
There is a lot of material presented in order to give each LG leader the option to choose questions suited to their group. 
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Let’s Apply 

o Discuss: Brett indicated that the inclusion of the phrase “but some doubted” (v.17) was 

significant as it highlighted how ordinary these people were even though God wanted to do 

extraordinary things through their lives.  What things make you feel very ‘ordinary’? And how 

do the claims of Jesus in these verses (v.18 & 20b) help you to embrace that ordinariness while 

looking to Him for the extraordinariness? 

 

o Discuss: These disciples spent time worshipping Jesus: acknowledging who He is, submitting 

themselves to Him, reordering their perspective of the world, admitting to their weaknesses 

and doubts, being in awe of Him. They did this BEFORE they took on Jesus’ commission.  How do 

you do those things, so that when you walk into the world where God has placed you each day, 

you are ready to be active in God’s Global Mission?  Explain your daily plan of Worshiping, Being 

in the Word and Prayer to someone else and decide whether you need to be altering your plan 

this season to have greater preparedness. 
 

Let’s Pray 
Pause and quietly consider what the Holy Spirit is saying to you.  

- Spend time praising God: for His love for all people, His desire to have everyone reconciled 

to Him, His grace toward us who need Him 

- Confess (silently or out loud) when you have lived for ourselves and not for His Mission. 

- Ask the Holy Spirit to empower each person in your group to be bold and courageous in 

Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit to complete Christ’s Commission in Matthew 28: 19-

20. 

- Continue to pray for the church around the world; that we will worship Jesus and out of that 

worship be inspired to GO, Make disciples, baptized new believers and teach them the 

teachings of Jesus. 

 


